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£ ‘The Day the Toys Left Town’ &

By Catherine Saunders-Watson

l.‘h’"'l-“": WwHO HAS BEYER aldended the Chicage Tov Show and wicnessed it nambera has acoe
iden af Lhe impact this event has on the peacetul, semi-aprerian suburk tn which i 15 held,
The airlinea end reotal cor compenic: vngoesbionably profil, snd oo o omare Fegianal level,
hoatels B G barsling wnod reataueants aed gesza delveres call i persanne] reinforoements to
cape with the demand, Bveryone
in 87 Charles, [Mlinuis
knowe and sppreciales
B the Chicago Toy Shew,
B it transiales Lo one
whipging  puvdiey o

locala. But whet the
Ginkowakl with his Lord giveth, the Turd
LE] mogie colendar  § R ! T Laleoth swny, Hove you
from i, The ’ |
mpin purt of the
hlack tap hat lips o
tee revvonl calendnr
piigres. HIGITT:
Eleven-year-ild Hen
Bottershy eouldm'l
ressAnl Lhe AL Lall Jally
Cireem Glinme doll that
galles whien ils pelm is
pressed, FAH HIGHT: <1
Towid "o sl 5 Wesd
Wargines Mea markal,” 1hin
Havrgrorading el of his mevire-
veurrm Dork & Minaly jwains, o
Barain ml 13,

¥

FIRIT N 5-'|-|||||-'-| L Lhink
how ihe eoulus ol so
muny ph prlile dealors
afTeeds (e Loy Tosinesas in
Sl Tivwrn, UTEAY | had-
o'l given ik mweh chought
until Den Davis of Rers,
Mevada, who hid a6l up
his noredible disptay of
casl, ron vehicles at tac
April A0 show, made a
Bt erans remark aa L was
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Tead Lains maoved from o B

Liv i aomallea place, so Bloel T

wni et aul Lo pastbare, Thae wo
trendle horss mads by el

gillnped e

for 8

anapping o ghot of his Saoth. [ had roonded & sarmerin the
Main Building jusl Sefere the gutos were openad o the
public gt 8 p.m., and there, before me, was o ocpst iron toy
cillector's paradise, with n sgn that aid 'Dan Thavis :
Heno, Mevada.'

“T don™t belieye it—you found all these grear tove oul (o
the middle of the dasert?” [ asked.

Pan grinved and retorted, “Who saya there are no toys
in Mevada? There are plenty of wys in Reno—except waen
Pow et town.®

It made me siop b ponder the toy- deoughe that muar

— hefall in particular, the 'provinees’ azroes our lond when
the Chicagn shioy tulses over the bueiness, thres Lmes n
vear, Hut the (lip side of the coin is that the sum of the
paarid 4 greater than the total, You take the beat tey dasl-
ers from 44+ stetes and more than a doeer forcipn conn-
triea, dapoail theo in the middle of 0 rural pateh of curf
psually relegated to a eounty Feir, atir in g few thousand
wv-hungry customers o pet the cash flow going, and g
vou have the recipe for one phenomennl dey of trading
whese trickle-down effect ulbimately benelits the eol-
lectors back hame, That's how (L wend down chis time (|
raand, and even the weather cooperated, with Blue
skies gnd moederate temperaiures combining to pro-
didee ai idy T by ||"|-.-:§r|:-|:-.

I usually start my rounds of the show in the Main
Building, where vou'll find the highest eonceniration
of antique items. Having jusl seem tha 1985 Jell
Bridges movie Thoker: The Men wnd s Dream (moet e
wrilers ams awake al threo o the morning), T knew _.,IL_‘.!I" —i {
exactly what 1 was locking at whon T encountered |- RN .
the anmistakanle tin shope on Bd Snowdean’s heach h I 1
It was o red oy Tucker.. but how could that be? 9
They naver made the eor, “I0s one of @ kind—a Marx "
prototype,” the MNiles, Chio dealer
mnfarrmed me, Then he flipped the
car over to show me The designer's
paint strokes underneath indicat
ing it wita midde tn 1947 ot the sce-
ond Marx plant in Glen Dale, Wes
Virginia. “T gol i1 From the mon wha
bought out the plant. The oy was
mever pul iote production becauza
the Tucker car was never produged
If this toy doesn't 3ell today, ite nexd
plop s the All-Marx Bhow (n.bh—
apprapriately beld on (Sen Dole,

FARLR RIGIT, fop: Omd of thie Teusdest
wavrrieis ip L Main Bailding was
Richard flszewald’'s beoth, whare
Blar Tk AMOE time fAgares raled
their rosost al #7100 fire Chie sl corsisting
of Copt. Kivk ool ATr. Bpoch, ahivsn
e, RILHT. beffom: David Boston
Aenw &l the way Fron SNew Sealand o
LS ] 1 wilth luls frdeand Bl Hensbhaw,
Dyl hislds & Hungarion Beturn of
the ol Peincess Loia Hguare belomg-
ing to Bill and offered for B326. FAR
HIGHT: Chivmrn Ty Show first-times
Jo Allers of Cedar Hiigilida, lavwn hadd o
sl ilul display of linplete children's
'.l-':llcr'lr.g caEiE, Aplniaing lage simd
symal tovs,
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TO fo BOTTOB: & esilliseTul
Hiallows'vn cormer in cha
Main Huil ding, & very rare
L ol and yallow woaden
nerial hool & Liddse miale
Iy Humlally 17 fosnlks 'Prj_dq_- off
e e o ['|L||.1||:-n- dualar
[udles Maddox's tnhle Tn
Tabolows conditiom, it was
Lungied S128E "Thres have
mai il recenily ot auotion for
F1E00 emeh.™ ha bidd dis The
Howddy 'L’ logo am Dadlley
Muabdox's truck. Greg and
Anaee Howemak of Peoria,
Mimols shevwes] Llisse 1AL
Palmer Cox Brownies cube
puEebe IHocks, Mode by
MeLanghlin Bros., priced
it 1AL Hrilish dealer
Tom Pratehett thowghi
liis French-made Snow
Whikie sl L Beven
Dworls oolliloid skitlles
pEriced ot 400 wars vory
unEmmon. 'We agreo

neart Wiheeling, WS

Mot fur from Ed's booth, T moet o Chicago Toy Showe first
timer, Jo Allers, who had come from Cedar Bapids, lewn to
tagt the walers. "My husband Dian ond 1 do 26 ahows o
vearn” whie eaid, “but this is the anly toy show we've done
&0 far we've gold quite 8 bit of children's china and
Hallowean, an wie're pleasad ™ Hopealully we'll see Jo and
Din ot the show again, as Uheir vintagre tin watering eans,
epinning lops und sandpaila, all in super condecion, fit
righl into the scheme of the Main Building.

Boxes were wiill being shuffled abaut at Ted Lane's
breath when we pazsaed it, but one ittem quickly geshbed maer
ubtemtion: & really nice-looking Black Beauty woodon trem-
die harse, “] hed a nine-room hewss, but I'm moving to o
five=ronm house, se it was time to ged rid of some neat
etufl,” the Oeonamowoe, Wisconain dealer told us, It had to
be one of the greatest bargains of the day at §125, and |
reluetantly walked away from it, wondering how 1 could
ever get i boxed ug so i1 would samdve the flight home,

derry and Paulnnn Turnsr, the Hol Bprings, Arksnzsas
couple wha never geem to run ont of wenderfil comic char

peter toye and ndvertising,

had a rere siore displny for

Banra pen nibe, daling
bisck Lo the 15205 or "30s, It
wae pricad at 8674, which
mde o Lift my eyvebrows a
bit, but admittedls, T had never
seen ancther. 1 know" Jerry
gadd, reading my expression,
"and the priee [ peid for it
sptmid high, tao, bub i1 T see sume-
thing really unusual like chig, | tend to buy it even if i1
eeems expengier. 've found aver the vears that there's
alwuve eomeane who will happily pay the price to gel
enmmething really rare or different for their collection.”

Pl door to the Tarnems, Thave Harris of Bokomo, Todias
ehowed ue @ very uncommon articulated wlluloid oy af
filent mavie comedian Ben Turpin dressed ss Hitler, The
Tin. Jaganese by, witl un eve that ralled around under its
clenr plustic sve cover, consistont with Turpin's creeseyed
echtick, wos priced at 3350, (Meme {0 Modern Dave—co-
Grafidetiong o golfone o computer. Next mission fir She 2 Tt
Ceridiery: o oor that deesn Juroe a erank on ghe Frooet o i)

Britieh dealier Twm Protehete Eave us eame insighls on
the toy market weross ‘the Pond,' “Right now, Bonzo 3ells,
bul Mickey Mouge hag dried up. except for the high dollar
itams. Alsa, plostic ears seam to be solling, | don't lknow if
Lhint’®e because they'rs cheaper or heeauss the nest genern.
tion is baying and thac's what they relats to,”

On his table, Tom kad & searee Pronch-made
gt of oolluloid Snow White and the Seven
Lrwarfa akictles an originol cardboard packag-
ing. Prive; $400. Each character hed the
Fronch equivalent of its name next to it, eg.,
Blarcke MNejge (Bnow White), Dormenr
':HlL‘E'FI;L'l, Tirnide (Beshilull, simpler {Dopayi,

Alwuys krowledgeabla, Dudley Moddos of
Chicagr told v the gtory behind hie rarelv-soen
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wionden Buddy T mertn] hook & ladder truck, “Mast srooden
ancs were made during Werdd War 11, bat after the war wae
oveer, Buddy T sontinued to make & fiw of them, like this ome
which wos mads in 1048 Theer didnt do well, s thay wape
digeentinued.” Dodleys sxample wis in fGlmlane condidon,
and considering three athers bd enld recently al auckion for
R1600 ek, his neking price of $1200 seemed very appealing,

Mogh Riclkun of Milwankes had h|'|_||_|_:||| n |_5|1'J_r|'_- card-
board ‘Baltle of the Knightd' store display from the late
‘Glleearly ‘flle, completa with all i plastic figures. Aa 1
wins admiring the sal, Nonh nnd his friead got inbe o dis-
euafinn abaut its manufacturer, Multiple Tova, Did they ar
did they not become MPC Trys? The friendly disagroement
continued as 1 eited their booth,

As anyone who has read my post reviews af (he [ higmira
ehow may recall, [ love eavesdropping in the crowd. That's
hoew vou find out whist, posple are thinking, what they're
buying, ete. Lingering in various plasse, 1 heard, “Lisal!
There's an old Texarm Firs Chisf hat—aoe that? | had ane

a them”™ And (al Jor Freoman’s Tin Tee Works boo
“Would you possibly have a bumper to fit this® (m
eraifermensl You do™? Then there was the comment, °T
vou hear nbous the sl bank thot beoke Che $10008
mark™ It sounded like a Uiroucho Muars -:||||-.|i|-|.'_|'\:'I wnd
wiae wiiling For the punchiins, but thore wasn't one. As
finelly, “Auctions wnd reality are oot s same” Aristod
might well have said Lthat, had ke been avawnd Lolay
Moving on o the Doll Building, | was thorugh
impreseed by the disploy of fine merchioniise offered B
Willinm Zito, whe co-ovwns the Heirlosm Dell F"ﬂ.n]_l'
Hoepital and Museam in Madisen, Wisconsin, 'William
b up at the Chicage ehew for 20 vears and knows g
eisoly what to bring for his repeat cuatamers, Ho's quii
well-varsed in hie feld and serves as chairman of judges i
the antique division of a majer internationns] doll showt
s not just. high-priced Jumeaus that youl God in o
Dell Building, though, Alongeide (he seriously priced 16
Contury beauties, there are plenty of Barbies and othe
contempariry dolla to please the specialist eullector g
mir Tddest means, Also oa big draweard in the Dol

LEFT: Ed Snarmutam of Milss, (ihin hrought & undgque Tocker praboty
ensibe by Mocs, The toy waes never prodocesd becouse (e meiosl
Tucker putensbile pever left the factory, Undernesth Ed
Envwden's Tucker protoiype s the design mamber, the name of

LEFT: Indisian IlIIlII"'I_'}EIE
dealer Jerry Mickny Trom
Milwpukes, Wiscansin

b sl with p\.l:'jﬂ.l"- Y
ety ik marly purchases nt
the show, HELDW- A
et iron paradise—
tha well-atocked
hoath of Bhn [yvis
of leno, Meviala,

the Mars plaast (Cllen Dhale, West Viegininh and ihe dote it was
o Al Lk 1847 RELOYW: Whatever type of dill you're
Bnalclug For, yvou'll find it in the Dall Building.
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Snilth-Millar's GM cabover du.:rptrﬂj
with remote ejueems hanidle, broonght

hen and Kathy Gregory of Indisnapolis
Priced at 341,

S

LEFT. teye dos feasitoany; Barbura Moran's booth, filled with vintonge
dupanese toys of all types and spoee guos on the waell. Milwesskes dealer
MNoah Hichum's ‘Battle of the Konighis slore display from the laes
"Bisearly ‘Wi made by Multiple Toys foatueed all iis original plastic fig-
wriet Priee; §1OHHE, Tse aenly way Lo iravel—wlth o THSE Mars
Merrymakers Band to divert the atteniion of motoresele eops,

Ruilding ie the wide sreay of clothing, wigs, patterna and
cther sevessorios that might not otherwise be ovailable to
eellectars, To e hanest, I'm not a hig doll fan, b T ik to
think | con epot quality whin | see it, and there's a lof of
I:|LLI’I-|i1}. as wizll ms |:".I'.||'.l".'l-'|Edh"|:-. tnder thal ene rool’

After o hot cofles, T pealosd ool the door oo sse how it wia
Ipaking vulside The early morning ehill wag gone, and the
run was warming things op nicely. Time to mll up the ald
reliable L.l. Bean coat, shrow it ioto the trunk of the
rensal car and have & look through the outdocr pavilions
PodLwr Ly territary.

There was a colorful gavntlet go run—MNightmre Bafore
Chrislms, G Joes, Pakemon, %0 TV show memorabilia,
games, Beanies, activn figuree, space tovs and lunchbox-
ed—hwlorn fnally landing ac the booth of Ron Qinkowaki of
benasha, Wiscinnmn. [b hod been mentianad to me anrlior
that he hod some interesting Lhings fir sale.

Mon didn't seem W coneentrate on &ny eoe calegory;
there wins a compatible mix of old und new on hie tables,
He lulé wy be finds the Chicage Toy Show to be
an excellent counterpeint to hie omline aelling,
“Samno stuff sella s eBay thot doven't sell
here, wnd wviee versa, Some buyara wani
human contact.” T wad shown a lerrific magic-
related e, o 1963 calemdar made in Spain
thal was ghaped like playing cards fving out
af a top hal. Whal gruphica! At the ather end of
his range of merchandise, he had o Satellite
Explorer space helmet, baxed and from the
L5k, availalle for 8385 "1 bought it fftesn
yours aps at the Kansas Clty show and Bgured
it wad Lime, oow, o put it out for gale,”

David Bogton won the prizo for dealer sha
had trwveled the longest distance ta coma to
the show The Auckland, Wew Zealand Star
Wirs specialies was get up wich fellow deles
Bill Renshaw of Tiwn Cily, Michigan. The owa
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friends do &8 ot of buglness hack and farth, k(-:'-p:n;__r im
teuch by E-maudl

Have Etar Wars love maointained their allure with
colloctors? “Abaolutely,” David effirmed. “I ship
Star Wors loys everywhere wou can think of
Name someplace weird? Olay, Libya. And yes,
the toys arrived wilkout incident.”

Omee of the busiest boathe | saw wos thae af
Mark Huckabone of Grayelake, Winots, He had
i hoge inventory of Siar Wars, Superheroes,
Megos—all those sarta of things 1 wish 1 know
mare abaut. As wo ohserred ope trarsanciion. o
clislormor was very keen to buy o Toy Biz ‘Green
Lizand” figurc from Mork, but Mark wopsnd
ready to ecll it gquite yet. He had booghd it for
his own ecllsstion bul the shirp=oved cislimer
hid spottod it in & box of ilens put nway to toke hiome
Lzpecially wath the Lype of meschandise Mark sells, the cardy
irdd el L observant bird are the anes who cateh the worms,

Even Mister Magoo could have identified the toy oliven-
yenr-pld Ken Battarshy wis dutching as he und his meih
o nldo & toy colloctor made thiir wiry through thi Shep
Building, It was a 4R, 18l Jolly Green Giant made of feli.
und young Ken wis loking it home Lo put in his bedrssm,
Tha: Ly his mother descrilied n “n good convermation piooy’
turned out o be mens than jest a visual item: if it palm
v prredeed, it oould Lalk. Ken showed us how lo unzip the
top of thin glant's shoulder Lo aecess the visicnliax, W lile
woird thinga ™ his meether cxplained.

Thir masd expengive item ol the show was the soenension-
al 14 seale Pontise Club de Mer dream car that had beon

brought by Jog Bortz, & prominest collectar of exolie suto-
mibiles. A funetional vehicle with motor, starier, lights and
born, it was displayed st the Geoeral Motors Molorama
ghow in 1066 and wor supposed o hove boen desiroyed
afterwardy for insurance repsons, “It could sctually be dri
ven an the moid, but shouldn be,” Joe explaired. The ear
wie prased down by GM's head of design o his grandsaan,
and it eventunlly becamo the property of the Boru
Collection, which iz in constant demand st sutamotive
venta. Thi Ciwb de Mer wore 5 slackor price’ of 8 1060,000,
An end-of-show survey with dealer friimds indicetod it
was pne of the best buying days they had enjoved in quite
somé time, One [ricod wid me be bod no iden how he

ABOVE, Eefr: Hopefal colloctors appronnhed Joe Prooman's
bt in bopes of Mniilieng 1he right replacsmenl parl o com-
plate Dheir tovs, As wo wars Link img thin pictwm, o saoressfiol
muteh was mide belween toy and pari, o the grast delighi of
ihe toy vehicles ownor, ABOVE, rights Affordable Broyer
Bairmans §il Mark Hlackuonds biseil ratiged from §13-505,
BELOW, feft; Dealer Buddy Guirgs irnvels three tisis s yemr
lrvien Massnchisseils io the Chicago Toy Show in his nifiy

THET REAY Speedwagon. It's the largest pressed stosd ‘Ioy” he
avwivi, TRLOW, righit Ml Henrey of Chilesgo unlowds hie sl
whls cargn of toys b wheal into the Moin Bullding

would passibly be able to gef all of his purchases home
without professional help. Luckily, the postal nod packag-
ing center down the sl had anticipated the noed and had
opened up for Sunday business, with a gign in the window
thid snid, "We ship teve anywhers.”

5o, while the l!-!l'l:.'.'ﬂ.:.."l-‘:l']'l.-vu S |r|.|il.'|'.|_ have lnred the dizml-
s ey o theke variions Dises of oparation during the lasi
weok of April, leaving veu tovleas in Seatdl’ or whersver yims
happen b live, the good newe &, many dealers reburned horee
triumphantly, with plenty of fresh merchandise—mayhe cven
thie Wy you've apent. Lhe lnst ten vears looking for
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